Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.032; wR factor = 0.088; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.7.
In the title centrosymmetric binuclear Cu II complex, [Cu 2 (C 8 H 7 O 2 ) 4 (C 9 H 7 N) 2 ], the two Cu cations are bridged by four carboxylate groups of the phenylacetate anions; each Cu cation is further coordinated by an isoquinoline ligand to complete the distorted CuO 4 N square-pyramidal geometry. The Cu cation is displaced by 0.2092 (8) Å from the basal plane formed by the four O atoms. Within the dinuclear molecule, the CuÁ Á ÁCu separation is 2.6453 (6) Å . Although a parallel, overlapped arrangement of isoquinoline ligands exists in the crystal structure; the longer face-to-face distance of 3.667 (5) Å suggests there is no -stacking between isoquinoline ring systems.
Related literature
For general background to -stacking, see: Su & Xu (2004) ; Xu et al. (2007) . For a related isoquinoline complex, see: Li et al. (2009) . For CuÁ Á ÁCu separations in multi-nuclear Cu II complexes, see: Li et al. (2007 Li et al. ( , 2009 .
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Comment
As part of our ongoing investigation on the nature of π-π stacking (Su & Xu, 2004; Xu et al., 2007) , the title complex incorporating isoquinoline ligand has recently been prepared in the laboratory and its crystal structure is reported here.
The molecular structure is shown in Fig. 1 The parallel, overlaped arrangement of isoquinoline ligands of adjacent complexes is observed in the crystal structure (Fig. 2) . The face-to-face distance of 3.667 (5) Å suggests no π-π stacking between isoquinoline ring systems in the crystal structure.
Experimental Isoquinoline (0.23 ml, 2 mmol), copper dicholoride dihydrate (0.17 g, 1 mmol) and 2-phenylacetic acid (0.27 g, 2 mmol)
were dissolved in ethanol (10 ml) at room temperature. The single crystals of the title compound were obtained from the solution after 2 d.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93 (aromatic) and 0.97 Å (methylene) and refined in riding mode with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with 30% probability displacement ellipsoids (arbitrary spheres for H atoms) [symmetry code: 125.3 (2) C28-C29-C25 118.9 (3) O4-C9-C10 116.9 (2) C26-C29-C25 123.9 (3) O3-C9-C10 117.8 (2) Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1.
